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Strategic Alignment Across California’s 
Three Large State Purchasers: What are 
the Opportunities 

Peter V. Lee, Executive Director, Covered California 

 Peter V. Lee, is the Executive Director of Covered California, overseeing all aspects of the 
largest state-run individual marketplace in the nation since its inception in 2011. Under his 
leadership, Covered California has created a competitive marketplace that has held premium 
increases in check, expanded coverage, given consumers tools to make better choices and 
created a platform to address health care cost and quality.  

Before joining the Covered California, Mr. Lee served in the Obama Administration at the 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, where he helped establish the Center for 
Medicare and Medicaid Innovation (CMMI), testing new payment and delivery system reforms to 
promote that delivery of higher quality, more affordable health care. Prior to that role, he was the 
Director of Delivery System Reform for the Office of Health Reform for Health and Human 
Services, where he coordinated delivery reform efforts for Secretary Sebelius including 
coordinating the preparation of the National Quality Strategy.  

Earlier in his career, he was CEO of the Pacific Business Group on Health, assisting large 
employers with purchasing and policy initiatives. He also spent time as Executive Director of the 
Center for Health Care Rights, a Los Angeles-based consumer advocacy organization, an 
attorney in private practice, and Director of Programs for the Washington-based National AIDS 
Network.  

Lee received his law degree from the University of Southern California and his undergraduate 
degree from the University of California at Berkeley. 
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