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 Medication and pharmacy management overview

 Better care with Kaiser Permanente HealthConnect®

 Better value and clinical quality
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Medication management continuum
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Evidence Evaluation Formulary
Decision Into Practice Outcomes



Case study: Avastin for lung cancer—evidence 
shows lower dose is just as effective
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AVAiL trial: PFS curves with bevacizumab at 7.5 mg/kg and 15 mg/kg

Manegold, Proc ASCO 2007, #7514
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Chemo + bevacizumab 7.5 mg/kg vs. placebo Chemo + bevacizumab 15 mg/kg vs. placebo
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Placebo + CG
Bev 7.5 mg/kg +CG

Placebo + CG
Bev 15 mg/kg +CG

HR vs. placebo: 0.75
P = 0.0026

HR vs. placebo: 0.82
P = 0.0301



KP HealthConnect: Beacon oncology protocols
Embedding evidence-based protocols into practice
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Kaiser Permanente rapidly adopted the practice
Avastin efforts for lung cancer moved to 2.5 mg/kg/week* dosing 
(demonstrating increased use of the lower dose)

Avastin usage for lung cancer

All Avastin patients
Bars

All Avastin new starts
Lines

</-2.5 mg/kg/wk Total lung </-2.5 mg/kg/wk Total lung new starts

Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Chiefs approve initiative
Initiative launches
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*2.5mg/kg/week x 3 week treatment period = 7.5mg/kg 



 Track new drug approvals by the Food and Drug Administration
 Analyze published drug literature, unpublished studies, and comparative prices of 

existing therapies
 Study drugs and patient outcomes using KP HealthConnect

Formulary decided by doctors based on analysis, clinical research, and 
pharmacist recommendations and expertise (Drug Information Services)

Doctors are the decision makers

KP Pharmacy Outcomes Research Group and 
Medical Technology Assessment Team
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KP HealthConnect: Medical history and all Rx’s
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KP HealthConnect: Best practice alerts
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Click checkbox 
for SmartSet—
includes 
preferred 
medications
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KP HealthConnect: Alternative medication alerts
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KP HealthConnect: Safety alerts
Example #1

Example #2
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Better value for medication management

Average monthly cost 
per member

Average cost per 
prescription
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Fully Integrated 
Model

California
PPOs

Fully Integrated 
Model

California
PPOs

Source: PPO data from MarketScan, a service of Thomson/Reuters. As of June 2010..



Highest generic prescribing and 
highest clinical results
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68%

Medication management:
Cholesterol *

Medication management:
Depression*

Kaiser
Permanente

Other
health plans

* Source: MedImpact

Generic Brand

HEDIS®

Rated #1 in California and
top 10th percentile nationally
Antidepressant medication 
management and cholesterol 
control for patients with diabetes 
and cardiovascular disease

Annual savings = $25.5 million Annual savings = $58.9 million

Generic Brand Generic Brand Generic Brand



Setting the benchmark for
medication and pharmacy management

Source: eValue8™ , a health plan performance tracking tool created by the National Business Coalition on 
Health, a nonprofit organization that represents more than 10,000 employers across the United States. 
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HMO comparative performance: pharmaceutical management
Quality and safety

ePrescribing

Efficiency of drug use



Questions?


